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t zitz t&i. 

The plants treated as Benthamidia japon¬ 
ica (Siebold & Zucc.) H.Hara var. chinensis 
(Osborn) H.Hara should be separated as a 
distinct species, B. sinensis (Nakai) Yama- 
zaki. They are distinguished as follows: 

A. Disk of flower glabrous, anthers yellow, 
leaves glabrous or sparsely pilose on upper 

surface, petioles 2-5 mm long. 

. B. japonica 

A. Disk of flower hirsute, anthers blackish, 
leaves pilose on upper surface, petioles 3-10 
mm long . B. sinensis 

Benthamidia sinensis (Nakai) Yamazaki, 
comb. nov. 

Cornus kousa Buerg. var. chinensis 
Osborn in Gard. Chron. ser. 3, 72: 310 
(1922). 

Cynoxylon sinense Nakai in J. Jpn. Bot. 
15: 741 (1939). 
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Takasi Yamazaki: On Michelia formosana 
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Benthamidia japonica (Siebold & Zucc.) 
H.Hara var. chinensis (Osborn) H.Hara in J. 
Am. Arb. 29: 114 (1948). 

Cynoxylon pseudokousa Pojark. in Notul. 
Syst. Bot. Nom. Kom. Acad. Sci. URSS 12: 
193 (1950). 

Dendrobenthamia japonica (DC.) Fang 
var. chinensis (Osborn) Fang in Act. 
Phytotax. Sin. 2: 105 (1953). 

Cornus kousa Buerg. var. yaeyamensis 
Hatus., FI. Ryukyus: 457 (1971), nom. semi 
nud. 

Cornus hongkongensis auct. non Hemsley: 
Shimabuku, Check List of Vascular Flora of 
the Ryukyus: 327 (1990). 

Cornus yaeyamensis (Hatus.) Hatus. in 
Hatus. & Amano, FI. Ryukyus, ed. 2, rev. 
ed.: 160 (1994), nom. nud. 

Distribution. S Ryukyu (Is. Ishigaki, Is. 
Iriomote), C to S China (inch Taiwan). 
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Michelia formosana (Kaneh.) Masam. & Suzuki 
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Fig. 1. a: Michelia formosana (Ryukyu, Is. Yonakuni). b. M. compressa (Ryukyu, Is. Okinawa, 
Ohgimison). Magnification rates are different in a and b. Photo by A. Takushi. 
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Michelia formosana (Kaneh.) Masam. & 
Suzuki in Ann. Rep. Taihoku Bot. Gard. 3: 
57 (1933). 

Michelia compressa (Maxim.) Spreng. 
var. formosana Kaneh. in Trans. Nat. Histr. 
Formosana 20 : 384 (1930); Formos. Trees, 
rev. ed.: 192, f. 139 (1936). 

Michelia compressa auct. non Maxim.: 
Matsum. & Hayata, Enum. PI. Form.: 69 
(1906); H.Keng, FI. Taiwan ed. 1, 2 : 389 
(1976), ed. 2, 2 : 412, f. 192 (1996). 

Distr.: S. Ryukyu and Taiwan. 

Key to the Michelia compressa group in 
Japan, Taiwan and the Philippines 


A. Petals 1.5-2 cm long (in dried condition); 
leaves with coarsely reticulate nerves on 
both surfaces 

B. Leaves elliptic, shortly acute at apex, 
5-10 cm long, 3-5 cm wide; petals thockly 
membranaceous, pale yellow tinged with red 
at base. M. compressa 

B. Leaves oblanceolate or narrowly ob¬ 
long, obtuse at apex, 5-11 cm long, 2-4 cm 
wide; petals thinly membranaceous, pale yel¬ 
low. M. formosana 

A. Petals 0.8-1 cm long (in dried condition); 
leaves oblanceolate or narowlly oblong, 
obtuse or acute at apex, 4-9 cm long, 2.5- 
3.5 cm wide, with prominently small 

reticulate nerves on both surfaces. 

. M. philippinensis 







